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Majesty good health and happi-
ness,” the ambassador said.

Speaking about King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, the ambassador said,
“He is an expert on water man-
agement and alternative energy,
as well as a practitioner of a suf-
ficiency economy. His ideas have
been translated in more than
1,300 royal projects and have
been widely acknowledged as
hest practices both domestically
and internationally.”

“Even here in Oman, our rel-
evant line agencies are currently
exploring the possibility of en-
hancing technical cooperation on
weather modification through the
Royal Rainmaking Technology,”
he added.

The ambassador also expressed
his appreciation for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Sultan-
ate, all Omani authorities, and the
private sector for their assistance
and generous support provided to
the Royal Thai Embassy.

He also thanked Team Thai-
land, in particular, PTTEP Oman.,
Thai Airways, the Tourism Au-
thorities of Thailand, Dubai and
the Middle East Office, Oman’s
labour offices in Abu Dhabi and
Rivadh, the Thai community, and
the embassy’s staff for their con-
tributions and dedication.

Bub Willis, geologist,
Mawarid Mining,
said government
processes have not
been streamlined

for mining and
multiple entities are
involved in licensing

applications

Staff Reporter

MUSCAT: Mining and minerals
sector in Oman offers great po-
tential, which can be utilised ef-
fectively if certain challenges are
addressed, said experts.

The challenges and opportu-
nities in the mining sector were
discussed at the first Oman Min-
erals arld Mining Exhibition and
Conference held at the Oman In-
ternational Exhibition Centre on
Tuesday.

Commenting on the regulatory
environment in Oman, Rob Willis,
geologist, Mawarid Mining, said
government processes have not
been streamlined for mining and
multiple entities are involved in
licensing applications.

A one-stop-shop is a simpler
system, he said during a speech
at the conference, in which he re-
viewed the activities of Mawarid
Mining, the first privately-owned
copper mining company in Oman.

Antony Benham, chief operating
officer at the International Geosci-
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GETTING ACQUAINTED: Eng. Ahmed bin Hassan Al Dheeb, under-

secretary at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, attended the
Mineral and Mining Exhibition and Conference. -ona

ence Services (IGS), briefed the
participants on the multiplying et-
fect of geoscience investment in a
country. There is a widely accept-
ed association between geological
knowledge and economic growth,
he noted.

State organisations

Benham also discussed the role of
state organisations in promoting
mineral exploration, saying that a
state-owned organisation is nor-
mally the national custodian of
geological data for the country.

Its ultimate role is to create
wealth through the minerals sec-
tor by making the country com-
petitive and attractive for explora-
tion investment and contribute to
economic growth by creating jobs
in the minerals sector and have a
‘trickle-down’ effect into society,
he added. It also seeks to improve
the quality of life through the in-
teraction of geoscience and the en-
vironment, he added.

Reliable geodata

In addition, Benham said availabil-
ity of reliable geodata is as impor-
tant as a stable fiscal and legisla-
tive regime. “Geodata needs to be

modern, relevant, as detailed as
possible and available in the right
format,” he said, adding that an
efficient mines cadastre system
is important to show flexibility
and transparency and balance the
needs of state and companies.

Oman is well-positioned to at-
tract significant new exploration
in country by developing the role
of the Public Authority for Mining,
the expert stated.

Port of Dugm

Reggy Vermeulen, chief executive
officer of the Port of Dugm Com-
pany, spoke about the project in the
Port of Dugm for the mineral indus-
try, saying that Dugm'’s advantages
include proximity to the (new)
minerals concessions and direct
road access between Dugm and
the mines. He also said the devel-
opment of the mining industry in
Oman will further highlight the role
of the upcoming railway project.
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